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Bible Study Notes: 

8/15/07 

Defeating the spirit of “offense” 

 

 What is a “spirit of offense” 

 Offense defined – being offended; offending someone 
 The “bait” of Satan 
 Nature of a spirit 

 
 How is it manifested 

 Anger; Rebellion; Bitterness; Hatred 
 Competition; Sabotaging; Strife; Division/Discord 
 False Accusations; Criticisms; Unforgiveness 
 Revenge; Evil; Sin 
 Flight; “Church-lessness”; Withdrawal from God 

 

 Scriptural Stories relating to the spirit of “offense” 
 Matthew 13:53-58 -- Jesus rejected in Nazarus 

 Matthew 11:2-6 -- John the Baptist – Are you the One? 

 John 6:60-66 -- Disciples “offended” – went back - and did not follow Jesus 
 

 Defeat the “spirit of offense” 

Psalm 119:165* (161-166)    Hebrews 12:26-27 
James 1:19-20*     Matthew 5:21-24* 
Galatians 6:8-9*     Romans 14:19* 
2 Corinthians 10:4-5     Matthew 18:15* 
Genesis 50:19-20*     Romans 12:18* 
Romans 12:18-19*     James 4:17* 
1 Samuel 24:6     Romans 14:13* 
Psalm 92:13-15*     Mark 11:24-26* 
1 Samuel 17:47     Acts 24:16* 
1 Peter 2:1-5*     Proverbs 6:16-19**  
1 Peter 2:6-8; 4:8, 5:5*    Galatians 5:11**  



The Spirit of Offense (J. Meyer) 

Wednesday 8/15/2007 
 
Keep and guard your heart with all vigilance and above all that you guard, for out of it 
flow the springs of life. 
ðProverbs 4:23  
 
 
    The spirit of offense poisons lives and attitudes. According to Vine's Complete 
Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words, the word offense is 
derived from a Greek word skandalon, which "originally was 'the name of the 
part of a trap to which the bait is attached, hence, the trap or snare itself....'" It 
was the part of the trap that lured or snared an animal.  
 
    We easily see that offense is what Satan uses to lure people into full-blown 
cases of bitterness, resentment, and unforgiveness. Satan uses offense to cause us 
to stumble and fail to go forward with God.  
 
    The temptation to get offended is a trap that should be avoided like the 
plague. If we would not take poison, we should not take offense. If we would be 
champions for God we must not be easily offended.  
 
    Many people never become what God desires them to be because they get 
offended. They get bitter. Offense becomes a stumbling block to them, and they 
never progress beyond that point. They are the loser and the devil is the winner.  
 
    No person can do permanent damage to you if you are willing to be mature 
enough to refuse offense and trust God. This kind of attitude will make you a 
winner in life.  
 
Say This:  
 
    "I will guard against the spirit of offense and will not let it get into my heart 
or life in any way." 
 
 
 
OTHER VALUABLE RESOURCES: 
 
Bevere, John, The Bait of Satan (Living Free from the Deadly Trap of Offense), Charisma House, 2004 



Some excerpts from The Bait of Satan: 
 
 

Some Important Things To Always Remember  
When Dealing With the 

Spirit of Offense 
 
 

 Our response to an offense determines our future 
 

 An offended christian is one who takes in life, but because of fear, cannot 
release it (takes, but will not give anything)  

 

 If the devil could destroy us, whenever he wanted to ï he would have 
wiped us out a long time ago!  
 

 It is one thing to experience rejection and malice from a brother or sister, 
but it is entirely different to experience rejection and malice from a Father. 
 

 It is righteous for God to avenge his servants, it is unrighteous for Godôs 
servants to avenge themselves!  

 

 Acquiring an offense (When you are offended, it) keeps you from seeing your 
own character flaws because blame is placed on another.  

          (Hiding from Reality) 
 

 What we learn in the presence of God, cannot be learned in the presence 
of men. (The Sure Foundation) 

 

 When the enemy shakes, it is to destroy.  But God has a different purpose.  
(All that Can be Shaken Will Be Shaken) 

 

 Jesus did not compromise truth in order to keep people from being 
offended! 

 

 Jesus offended some people by obeying his Father, but he never caused an 
offense in order to asset his own rights. 

 

 A person who cannot forgive has forgotten how great a debt God has 
forgiven them.  (Forgiveness ï You donôt give, you donôt get) 

 

 We are to be so far removed from avenging ourselves, that we willingly risk 
being taken advantage of again.  (Revenge is a trap) 

 

 You grow more from the most challenging offenses ï the ones for which 
you have not been trained. 

 

 It is more important to help a stumbling brother than to prove yourself 
correct.   (The object is reconciliation) 



 


