GALATIANS
Keyword: Freedom from the Law
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This Epistle/Letter written by Paul to the church in Galatia. Judaizers (Christian Jews)

were teaching that ceremonial practices were required for all Christians -- such as
circumcision and abstinence from certain foods. Paul was disappointed that they had
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Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians (formerly pagans/Gentile Converts) who were

not circumcised, etc. Judaizers also argued that Paul was not an authentic Apostle and

that Paul had removed these ceremonial requirements out of the law in order for his

message to appeal to the Gentiles. Bul's message was that you are justified by faith in

Jesus Christ and nothing less or more. Also, we are sanctified by the obedience that

comes from faith in God's work for us, in us and through us by the grace and power of

the Holy Spirit.
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Theme and Purpose:

Apostle Paul self authenticated (1:1)
People/Christians in the churches of Galatia

A.D.* 5356 (1* century)possibly in Ephesus blacedoniaafter Paul
had revisited Galatia on hi§ issionary journey (Acts 18:23) (but
there are two theoriésNorth/South Galatia)

*(A.D. =anno Domiiii Latini calendar starting with the year of the birth of Christ)

AD. 4956

SouthGalatiaTheory: Syrian Antioch
North GalatiaTheory: Ephesus or Macedonia
(Place of Writing of Epistle/Letter)

Epistle/Letter
Freedom from the Law

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but
Christ lives in me . . . 2:20; Stantthéasfore in the liberty by

which Christ has made us free and do not be entangled again w
yoke of bondage. (5:1)

Justification by faith-apart from works of the Law



II.

OVERVIEW OF THE GALATIAN EPISTLE

Gospel of Grace Defendad (Chapters 1:1-2:21)
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Authentication of Liberty)

a. Paulz Uw x OUUAIRHT bx wphio hu
Paul, the messenger of grace, is trustworthy because he received his
message directly from God ¢ was not taught by men.

b. /| EUOz Uw UpindoubUawmpl o
Paul proves that he preached the true apostolic gospel because his
message was endorsed by the Jerusalem Leaders (2:1-10). Paul was a
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accommodation of the false teachers. Only a true apostle could
rebuke Peter (2:11-21).

Gospel of Grace Explained (Chapters 3:1-4:31)
(Christian Doctrinal Exposition;

Argumentation for /Defense ofLiberty)

a. Justification by Faith not Works (3:1-3:9)

b. Justification by Faith not the Law (3:10-4:20)
Gospel of Grace Applied (Chapters 5:1-6:18)
(Practical Exhortation-Encouragement;

Application of Liberty)

a. Position and Practice of Liberty (5:1-5:15)

b. Power for Liberty (5:16-5:26)

c.Performance in Liberty: Fruit of the Spirit (6:1-6:18)






Chapter One: No Other Gospel

a.

Salutation and regrets shown -- reason for letter "If anyone is
preaching a different gospel than you accepted then let him be
eternally condemned

1:10 If | were still trying to win the approval of men, | would not be
a servant of Christ

Paul called by God -- was not taught the Gospel by anyone -- nor
received from any man

1:11 Received it by Revelation: from Jesus Christ

Paul always told of how he lived before conversion

Chapter Two: Paul accepted by the Apostles (14 years aftercall)
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Chapter Three:

2nd trip to Jerusalem to meet Apostles with Barnabbas and Titus
2:4b Freedom we have in Christ Jesus

Legalism -- designed to make you a slave

2:6b God does not judge by external appearance and see Acts 10:34
God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation
who fear him and do what is right

Peter -- Apostle to the Jews; Paulto the Gentiles

2:9 Important Apostles accept Paul and Barnabbas after they
recognized the grace given to them/me (Paul)

2:16. .. PAUL OPPOSES PETER: man is nojustified by following
the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ -- talk to Peter as he moved
toward the circumcision group -- farther away from Gentiles;
Barnabbas also affected

2:20 | have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but
Christ lives in me

KEY The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God

Faith or Observance of the Law/The Law and the Promise
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You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you

Paul very upset with Galatians

Did you receive Spirit by obeying the law or faith in Jesus Christ;
Was Jesus crucified for nothing?

Abraham -- "all nations will be blessed through you" if you have
faith you are a child of Abraham

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law

Law and the Promise -- spoken to Abraham and to his seed--
example for everyday life




3:17 Law introduced 430 years after Abramic covenant-- does not
set aside the covenant

3:19Purpose of the Law -- Added because of transgressions until
the seed (Christ) whom the Promise referred had come

Law put into e ffect through angels by a mediator

3:24 Law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be

justified through faith

3:25 Now that faith in Jesus Christ (fulfillment of the law) has come,
we are no longer under the supervision of the law.

3:28 Ofwomen preachers, etc.-- You are all one in Christ Jesus--
Sons of God-there is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, slave
nor free

Chapter Four: Sons of God/Concern for Galatians/Hagar and Sarah
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Jesus came so that we might receive the full rights of SONS. We
were slaves to the Law

4:6-7 So you are no longer a slave- but a son -- God has made us
also an heir

Paul's Concern-- They were turning back to the days where weak
and miserable principles governed observing special days and
months and seasors and years

He is urging them to use him as an example and come back like
they accepted him in the first place

| am a child of promise

A son of God

An Heir

4:15 What has happened to all your joy?

Warning against false teachers; Be zealous for good purposegven
when | am not with you

4:19 CHILDBIRTH -- Paul is again in the pains of childbirth until
Christ is formed in the Galatians

4:21 Comparison to Hagar and Sarah

4:28b Children of Promise (like Isaac we are)

Chapter Five: Freedom in Christ
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Stand firm; don't be burdened by the Yoke of Slavery

It is for freedom, that Christ has set us free

If try to be justified by the law, you have been alienated from Christ
5:6 Circumcision -- In Christ Circumcision has no value

The only thing that counts if FAITH expressing itself in Love (the
fruit of the spirit



Chapter Six:

f. Do not use your freedom to indulge your sinful nature -- rather --
serve one another in love

g. 5:14 Single command sums up the entire law-- Love your neighbor
as yourself

h. Life by the Spirit --
1) 5:16 Live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the

flesh (your sinful nature)

2) For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit

i. If led by the Spirit -- you are not under the law

J- 5:19 ACTS of SINFUL NATURE -- Sexual immorality, Impurity
and Debauchery, Idolatry and Witchcraft, Hatred, Discord,
Jealousy, Fits of Rage, Selfish Ambition, Dissensions, Factions,
Envy, Drunkenness, Orgies and the like

K. FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT-- 5:22 is Love, Joy, Peace, Goodness, Self
Control, Patience, Kindness, Gentleness, Faithfulness
--AGAINST these there is no LAW

l. 5:26 Do not become conceited, or provoking and envying others

Doing Good to All

a. 6:1-2 Someone caught up in a fault/sin, ye who are spiritual, restore
him gently -- but watch it -- you may also be tempted

b. Carry each others burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ

C. Don't compare yourself to others -- Test your own actions -- then
take pride in yourself without comparing

d. Each one should carry his own load

e. 6:7 Be not deceived-- God is not mocked. A man reaps what he
SOwWs

f. 6:9 DON'T QUIT--STAY WITH IT -- Don't become weary in well
doing -- for at proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up!

g. 6:15 Circumcision -- means nothing -- what counts is a NEW

CREATION



